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Anasuya Sengupta wins
best actress at Cannes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Cannes, May 25

ANASUYASENGUPTA, ONE of
thelead stars of Bulgarian direc-
tor Konstantin Bojanov's Hindi-
language movie The Shameless,
has created history by bagging
the BestActressawardin the Un
Certain Regard category at the
2024 Cannes Film Festival.Sen-
gupta, who hails from Kolkata,
is the first Indian artiste to win
the category's top acting hon-
our,markingasignificant mile-
stone for India at the presti-
gious film gala.

In her acceptance speech,
Sengupta dedicated the award
to “to the queer community
and other marginalised com-
munities” for bravely fighting
for their rights all around the
world. “You don't have to be
queer to fight for equality, you
don't have to be colonised to
know that colonising is
pathetic — we just need to be
very, very decent human
beings,"the actor said.

The Shameless,which had its
premiereat Canneson May 17,
forays into a dark, disturbing
world of exploitation and mis-
ery in which two sex workers,
one who bears the scars of her
line of work, the other a young
girl days away from ritual initi-
ation, forge a bond and seek to

59% polling
in Phase 6

“Polling in Anantnag-
Rajouri parliamentary con-
stituency in Jammu and Kash-
mir was completely peaceful
withaturnoutof52.28%asat
7.45 pm, which is the highest
in manydecades.With this, the
polling to the parliamentary
seats in the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir has concluded.In the
ongoing General Elections
2024,thethree parliamentary
constituencies in the Valley,
namely Srinagar (38.49%),
Baramulla (59.1%)and Anant-
nag-Rajouri (52.28% as of
7:45 pm), have recorded voter
turnouts which is the highest
in many decades,” the EC said
ina statement.

With the end of the sixth
phase, polling is over in 486
Lok Sabha constituencies. The
remaining 57 seatswill vote in
thelast phase on June 1.

The first three phases of the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections
saw a dip in turnout as com-
pared to 2019. In the first

Actor Anasuya Sengupta won the best actress award in the
'Un Certain Regard' category at the Cannes Film Festival en

throw off their shackles.

Sengupta plays the central
character of Renuka, who
escapes from a Delhi brothel
after stabbing a policeman to
death and takes refuge in a
community of sex workers in
northern India, where she
meets Devika (Omara), a
young girl condemned toalife
of prostitution.

The Shameless also stars
Mita Vashisht, Tanmay Dhana-
nia, Rohit Kokate and
Auroshikha Dey in key roles.
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phase on April 19, when 102
constituencies went to polls,
the final turnout was 66.149%,
down from 69.29% in 2019.
In the second phase on April
26,inwhich 88 seatsvoted, the
final turnout was 66.71%,
down from 69.43% in 2019.
In the third phase on May 7,
across 93 constituencies, the
final turnout was 65.68% as
compared to 66.58% in 2019.
Butpollingincreased in the
fourth phase on May 13,when
the 96 constituencies that
went to pollsrecorded 69.16%
turnout, up from 68.8%
turnoutinthese seatsin 2019.
The fifth phase, too, saw a
slight increase, with an overall
turnout of 62.2% as compared
to 61.82% in 2019. Also,
unlike the first four phases, the
turnout of women voters was
higher than the turnout of
men voters in the fifth phase
on May 20, when polling was
held in 49 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies across eight states
and Union territories (UTs).
Reversing past trends, the
overall turnout of women vot-
ers (67.18%) was marginally

British-Indian filmmaker Sand-
hya Suri's Santosh was also part
of the Un Certain Regard but
didn'twin any award.

The Un Certain Regard,
which runs parallel to the festi-
val's main competition,aims to
highlight newtrends,new paths
and new countries of cinema.

Thetop prize of the segment
went to Black Dog by Chinese
filmmaker Gou Zhen, while
French director Boris Lojkine's
L'Histoire de Souleymane
bagged the Jury Prize.

higher as compared to men
(67.02%) in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.

EC releases
seat-wise no. of
voters in first

5 phases

Form 17C is the sheet on
which the presiding officer
records the total number of
votes recorded on polling day,
a copy of which is also handed
over to the polling agents
of candidates.

However, the top court on
Friday refused to issue such a
direction to the EC in the mid-
dle of elections and even
rejected attempts to cast
doubts on the role of the
pollwatchdog.

“Everyone is for free and
fair elections... We cannot
interrupt something... We are
alsoresponsible citizens.Let us
trust some authority. We will
keep it pending and (it) will be
heard along with the writ peti-
tion after the elections are

‘NOT AN EASY TASK"

G7 makes no final deal on money for

Final decision ahead
of June summit of
national leaders

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Frankfurt, May 25

FINANCE OFFICIALS FROM
the Group of Seven rich
democracies said they had
moved toward agreement on
a US proposal to squeeze
more money for Ukraine
from Russian assets frozen in
their countries. But the min-
isters left a final deal to be
worked out ahead of a June
summit of national leaders.

“We are making progress
in our discussions on poten-
tial avenues to bring forward
the extraordinary profits
stemming from immobilised
Russian sovereign assets to
the benefit of Ukraine,” the
draft statement said,without
providing details.

Despite the progress made
at the the meeting in Stresa,
on the shores of Lago Mag-
giore in northern Italy,a final
decision on how the assets
will be used will rest with the
G7 national leaders, includ-

over. In between elections, a
hands-off attitude has to be
there,” Justice Dipankar Datta
said on Friday.

Stating that it feels “duly
strengthened” by Friday's
developments and the apex
court's observations, the EC
released data a day later show-
ingthat of the 76.4 crore eligi-
ble voters in the first five
phases across 424 seats, 50.7
crore actually came out to
exercise their franchise on
polling day. Overall, the voter
turnout in the first five phases
hasbeen putatroughly 66.3%.

Asked why the EC decided
to share the number of votes
cast, albeit only after five
phases,a senior EC official told
The Indian Express that it was-
n't done earlier since the top
court was hearing the matter.
The official added that the EC
decided to release the data in
the interest of transparency.
The Commission's statement
on Saturdayalso states that the
EC“decided to further expand
the format of turnout data”.
However, in 2019, the Com-
mission had shared the

Finance officials from the Group of Seven rich
democracies met in Stresa, on the shores of Lago
Maggiore in northern Italy

ing US President Joe Biden,
next month at their annual
summit in Fasano, in south-
ern Italy. Host finance minis-
ter Giancarlo Giorgetti said
that “progress hasbeen made
so far” but that there were
“legal and technical issues
that have to be overcome”.
“It is not an easy task but
we are working on it,” he said
at a news conference follow-
ing the end of the meeting.

absolute, but provisional,
number of voters.

Even as the EC released the
absolute turnout numbers,
sources said it will not upload
all copies of Form 17C foropen
viewing given that it is under
no statutory obligation to do
so. “There are over 10 lakh
polling stations in the ongoing
elections. Even if we assume
that four candidates in each
station have pollingagentsand
othersdon't,even then 40lakh
people have Form 17C with
them,” the senior officer said.

“The total number of votes
polled in a constituency, as
recorded in Form 17C, can
never be changed even by any-
one’s hypothetical mischief,as
it is available with all contest-
ing candidates...Agents of can-
didates are always allowed to
accompany EVM and statutory
papers, including Form 17C,
from polling station till storage
inastrongroom as per Rule 49
V(2) of the Conduct of Election
Rules 1961,” the Commission
said in the pressrelease torule
out any doubts about the
authenticity of the turnout

Ukrainian finance minis-
ter Serhiy Marchenko joined
the finance ministers
and central bank heads at
their concluding session
on Saturday.

The US Congress has
passed legislation allowing
the Biden administration to
seize the roughly $5 billion in
Russian assets located in the
US, but European countries
have a strong voice in the

data it maintains.

“The Commission remains
fully committed to the highest
level of transparency and
involvement of stakeholders at
every stage of the electoral
cycle,”it said.

(With inputs from PTI)

With premium
offerings, dark
rum finds its
sweet spot

“It is doing exceedingly
well. Weare planning tolaunch
the product throughout India
in the coming year. Volumes
are growing steadily,”said Rak-
shit Jagdale, MD of Amrut Dis-
tilleries, a homegrown com-
pany best known for its
eponymous Amrut brand of
single malt whisky.

Contrary to popular belief,
rum isn't just for winters any-
more. “Globally, top-quality
premium rums come from
tropical countries like Jamaica
and Barbados. Advancements
indistillation and global ingre-
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matter since most of the
$260 billion in Russian cen-
tral bank assets frozen after
the Feb 24,2022,invasion are
held in their jurisdictions.
Citing legal concerns, Euro-
pean officials have balked at
outright confiscating the
money and handing it to
Ukraine as compensation for
the destruction caused by
Russia.Instead, they plan use
the interest
accumulating

Progress made but

<~ Ukralne from frozen Russian assets

ished number of Western
companies and individuals
who still have holdings in
Russia, or against the Euro-
clear securities depository in
Belgium where the bulk of the
fundsis held.

Russia has published a
decree from President Vladimir
Putin allowing confiscation of
assets of US companies and
individuals as compensation
for any Russian
assets seized in

on the assets, there werelegaland theUnited States.
but that's only technical issues that The ministers
around $3 bil- have to be also discussed
lion a year — id host what to do about
about one ov?rcome, s.al. os China's outsized,
month's financ- finance minister 4310 packed
ingneedsforthe ~ Giancarlo Giorgetti  production of
Ukrainian ] green  energy
government. technology,

US treasury secretary whichtheUSconsidersathreat
Janet Yellen is pushing totheglobal economy.

for borrowing against the
future interest income from
the frozen assets. That would

mean Ukraine could
be given as much as $50 bil-
lion immediately.

But the proposal has run
into concerns from European
members about the legal
complexities,and about con-
cerns that Russia could
retaliate against the dimin-

dient sourcing have made
exceptional rums available
year-round worldwide. Rum's
versatility in cocktails has
shifted its perception from a
winter-onlydrink toanall-sea-
son drink,” explained Malviya
of Piccadily Distilleries.

“It's all got to do with the
premiumisation of the Indian
spirits category. Consumers
are beginning to enjoy pre-
mium dark rums along with
premium  whiskies and
brandies,” added Jagdale of
Amrut Distilleries.

India is undergoing a rum
revolution, and with it the
shape of the country's spirit
industry is also poised for a
new era. As per Statista, the
rum market in India is pro-
jected to growby 6.75% result-
inginamarketvolume of $1.6
billion by 2028.“The growth of
the Indian rum industry con-
stitutes more than a transient
phenomenon, it exemplifies
the industry’s readiness for
innovation, and aligning with
the evolving preferences of a
dynamic consumer base,’
added Khaitan.

Extracts of Audited Financial Results for the Quarter and Year ended on March 31, 2024

(R in Lakhs)
STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED
i 'Corresponding Year to date Year to date i 1 Corresponding " Year to date Year to dat
%ﬁi?ﬁer Quz:::f::'c?in 3 Months Figures for the Figures for the %:zli:er Quz:::fgrc?in 3 Months Figures for the Figeuarzsofoftﬁe
Sl. . g 9 Ending Current year Previous year g 9 Ending Current year Previous year
No. Particulars March 31, December 31, March 31 Ending Ending March 31, December 31, March 31 Ending Ending
2024 _ 2023 2023 | March 31,2024 | March 31, 2023 2024 2023 2023  |March 31,2024 | March 31,2023
(Unaudited) (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Audited) (Audited) ' (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited) (Audited)
1 | Total Income from Operations 61670.54 59013.39 65358.44 240416.53 238309.16 59439.16 59517.29 62521.37 239025.93 235811.86
2 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period '
(before Tax, Exceptional and Extraordinary items) 7819.91 6659.52 8464.51 27865.34 21130.23 8792.41 6423.45 5073.15 27448.94 16431.73
3 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before Tax (after '
Exceptional and Extraordinary items) 7819.91 . 6659.52 8464.51 27865.34 21130.23 8792.41 6423.45 5073.15 27448.94 16431.73
4 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after Tax (after
Exceptional and Extraordinary items) 5135.54 | 5137.60 5883.63 20347.17 15385.90 6108.04 4901.53 2492.27 19930.77 10687.40
5 | Total Comprehensive Income / (Loss) for the period
[Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) 4710.97 5137.60 5251.58 19922.60 14753.85 6898.16 6570.75 3752.28 25306.68 16189.14
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
6 ] Equity Share Capital 17100.38 . 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38 17100.38
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) '
as shown in the Audited Balance Sheet of the 118524.12 148695.78
previous year
8 | Earnings Per Share (of ¥10/- each)
(for continuing and discontinued operations)
(In %) (not annualised)
1. Basic: 3.00 | 3.01 3.44 11.90 9.00 4.32 3.89 2.61 15.30 10.05
2. Diluted: 3.00 | 3.01 3.44 11.90 9.00 4.32 3.89 2.61 15.30 10.05
Notes:

1) The standalone and consolidated audited financial results for the quarter & year ended March 31, 2024 are as per the notified Indian Accounting Standards under the Companies (Indian Accounting Standards) Rules, 2015 as amended. The
above results including Report on Operating Segment have been reviewed by the Audit Committee at their meeting held on May 24, 2024 and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on May 24, 2024.

2) Previous period/ year's figures have been regrouped/ rearranged / reclassified wherever necessary.
3) Figures of the last quarter are the balancing figure between the audited figures for the full financial year and the published year to date reviewed figures upto the third quarter of the financial year.

4) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Standalone

and Consolidated Quarterly Financial Results are available on Stock Exchange websites (www.nseindia.com) and (www.bseindia.com) and on the Company's website (www.balmerlawrie.com).
On behalf of the Board of Directors

(Saurav Dutta)
Director (Finance) and CFO
DIN: 10042140

Place: Kolkata
Date : May 24, 2024
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The G7 is an informal
forum that holds an annual
summit to discuss economic
policy and securityissues.The
member countries are
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the United King-
dom and the United States.
Representatives of the Euro-
pean Union also take part,but
the EU does not serve as one of
the rotating chairs.

China
slammed in
G-7 show
of unity

CHINA'S ENGAGEMENT IN the
global system of commercewas
roundly criticised by Group of
Sevenfinance chiefsinashowof
unity accompanied by a threat
of furtherescalation.The club of
rich-world ministersand central
bankers concluded its gathering
in the Italian lakeside town of
Stresa on Saturday with a com-
munique that cited the world’s
second-biggest economy by
name and accused the country
of hurting the economies of its
trade partners.“While reaffirm-
ing our interest in a balanced
and reciprocal collaboration,we
express concerns about China’s
comprehensive use of non-mar-
ket policies and practices that
undermines ourworkers,indus-
tries, and economic resilience,”
they said. “We will continue to
monitor the potential negative
impactsof overcapacityand will
consider taking steps to ensure
a level playing field”Those
words of warning followed the
Biden administration’s
announcementlateon Fridayto
reimpose tariffs on hundreds of
goodsimported from China.The
escalation in rhetoric could just
be the prelude to further ten-
sions if Donald Trump regains
theWhite Housein US elections
later this year.Washington
remains the key protagonist in
pressuring China,though earlier
in the week, treasury secretary
Janet Yellen stressed that G-7
participants from Germany,
Franceand the European Union
also harbour grievances.French
finance minister Bruno Le Maire
was one attendee pressing fora
united front:“Theissue of tariffs
toward China is an objective
fact, not a political choice,’ Ital-
ian finance minister Giancarlo
Giorgetti, chair of the meeting,
told reporters in a final press
conference.“When the US,with
its Inflation Reduction Act,
started this type of policy, this
forced a reflection, also within
the EU, on how to behave in
these situations.”

America will allow tariff
exclusions to expire on about
half of 400 products that had
been spared, the office of the US
Trade Representative
announced on Friday. A further
164 exclusionswillbeextended
through Mayof nextyear.Earlier
in the week, China signaled it’s
ready to unleash tariffs as high
as 25% on imported cars with
big engines, highlighting how
tussles over automobiles — one
of Europe’sbiggestindustries —
loom large in the current dis-
pute.Chinese manufacturer
BYD Co, which overtook Tesla
Inclastyearasthebiggest global
electric vehicle maker, plans to
bring its Seagull hatchback to
Europe next year. After tariffs
and modifications to meet
European standards,executives
expect to sell it for less than
$21,500 on the
continent.Harmful practices-
Language within the G-7 com-
munique hintsat possibleretal-
iatorymeasures fromthe group
asawhole. =~ —BLOOMBERG

‘ . ,. . Kolkata
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EXTRACT OF THE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS (STANDALONE AND

CONSOLIDATED) FOR THE QUARTER/YEAR ENDED 31°" MARCH, 2024

Date : May 22, 2024
| Place : Mumbal

- i*in Lahhﬂ‘
Standalone Consolidated
Sr. Parliculars Quarter Ended Year Ended Year ended
No. 31.03.2024 | 31122023 | 1.03.2023 | 032024 | .03.2023 | 31.03.2024 | 3.03.2023
{Unaudited) | (Unsudited) | (Unzudited) | {Audited) {Audited) |Audited) {Audited)
_1__ Total income from operations 158.54 681,29 84913 1583.52 663.01 00466 | 5560.75
2 [MNat Profit / (Loss) for the pariod (befora Tax, i = ) Peeroe ARG i Tor TR
Exceptional andor E:::Iraur-:lun.ir iterns| 37.36 242 .31 {38.24) B0V 73 253.69 3212.84 631,12
3 |Met Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after = = o = : ;
Exceptional and /or Extraordinary itams) 3736 242 31 {38.24) 50773 253,69 3212.84 631.12
4 [Net Profit{Loss) for the period after tax (after b s . 5 " " .
 |Exceptional andlor Exiraordinary items) 27.96 ] uH-.EEI_ {29.32) | 37991 | 189.::-3. _ 275067 | 514.12
5 |Tofal Comprehensive Income for the period
{Comprising Protit'Loss for the period after tax} and 21.96 181.29 {29.32) ara.m 189.83 2334.08 2048.44
Uther Gomprehensive Income (after tax) - B
6_|Equity Share Capia 116820 | 116820 | 116820 | 116620 | 1iA6.20 | 116820 | 1168.20
B [Earnings Per Share {of ¥ 10/~ @ach) {for continuing
and discontinuad operations) -
Basic 0.24 1.55 (0.25) 3.25 1.62 23.55 36
Dilutad 0.24 1.55 (0.25) 3.28 1.62 2355 336
Mote:

1} The figures for the corresponding pravious period have been regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary, to make them comparabde.
2} The Company has only one business segment in which it operates viz. Finance {including NBFCs).
3] Fgures for the guarter anded on 3151 March 2024 and 315t March 2023 ara the balancing hgures belween the audited higuees for the full inancial year and the

reviewed vear to date figures for the period ended on 3158 Dec 2023 and 315 Dec 2022 respactively,
4} The above result for the quarter and vear ended 315k March 2024 have baen reviewed by the audit committee mesfing held on 24th May, 2024 and approved by

the Board of Directors in thelr meeting held on 24th May, 2024
5} The aforesaid Quarterly Financial Results arg also being disseminated on the website of the Company Le. (htp/ais!h oo infinvestor-relation:himl},

For Aryaman Financial Services Limited
Sl
shripal Shah
Whale Time Director
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